How does it feel like to take part in IGEM for iGEMers?

Take part in IGEM is take part in a huge adventure. It is an investment, hard working
and development of knowledge.

This is my third year in iGEM. | am the team leader of this year's team. | take part in
WetLab, P&P, Modeling, wiki designing and everything else.

| always wanted to be even a small piece of biological sciences from my childhood. |
am extremely happy to take place in METU iGEM Team, where everyone works with
enthusiasm and excitement to discover new frontiers. A biology laboratory where we
work iGEM is the place where | can live and work till death, and it is also the only
place where | feel as immortal as my love of science.

it does feel good.
Stressful but good

lot of work but a good opportunity. i'm glad to be enrolled.
Rather stressful but worth it

iIGEM means a lot to me and | have been doing it for 3 years now. | love to see how
iIGEM grows each year.

Great and exhausting.
| am learning a lot. | like what i am doing. | feel stressed by the lack of time

It is a great challenge and lots of fun!
Not very different form daily life

It feels great, because is a new experience in which I have learned a lot

At the begining it was very enjoyable and enthusiastic for me but when the deadlines
became major limiting problem for our progress, it forced me in the laboratory
working. Still it is good opoortunity for being a part of team and overcoming some
problems and trying to catch good results and performance make me happy and more
willing to work in science.

It has been an incredibly important part of my collegiate career. It has been
challenging but also very rewarding.

IGEM allows me to solve real-world problems using knowledge from classes, and has
been a great way for me to gain comfort in a lab setting, insight about working on a



team, and experience managing my own research project. It's been a very meaningful
part of my life!

It is a great opportunity to do real science in a real lab, to experience challenges that a
real scientist faces and to get the experience of a real teamwork that has real
consequences.

Great ;) !!
We're very proud to take part in iIGEM

| feel great beacuase | think it is a good oportunity to help the world and to learn more
things about how to do it.

magnificent :)

It is a very rewarding experience which has enabled me to not only work in a field
very close to my heart but also do "real life science™ which | otherwise would not be
able to experience until after my university education.

Exciting, exhausting, happy and never Bored!
Professional experience.
Stressful but very rewarding.

IGEM is a real thrill. I think it is the first opportunity we have as sophomores to do
real research including thinking of a research project and planning your own
experiments. It's really a deep dive into synthetic biology but I think we can learn
very very much from taking part in iGEM.

The IGEM means to me much more than a competition. I am working with other
students who share my interests and my illusion about making real our own idea. This
is also a great opportunity to learn about things that typical subjects do not teach you
or can't be studied. In conclusion, I feel like I am living a great experience, and | just
hope to take with me as much as | can learn.

Fun and rewarding experience

Routine in wet lab work, a view for how things work, how problems can be solved in
the lab. Technical knowledge. More pronounced understanding of some biological
mechanisms. Learned how to design plasmids and experiments. Get to see one project
from beginning to end. team work. Interesting human practices experiences that you
would never get otherwise. Contact to expertns and teams from other countries.
VERY COOL, would always recommend.



Our team is able to gain professional knowledge as well as a greater ability to work
with others to develop ideas, solve problems, and present research.

Like starting a company! No free time and a lot of fun! It is a great opportunity for me
and | enjoy every moment!

The IGEM experience has helped me improve my laboratory skill enabling me to
work and follow protocols by myself. It has also contributed to make my own
decisions related to the laboratory work and therefore my confidence grew as the
project moves on.

| love iIGEM and the fact that you can learn so much, you apply all the knowledge
you've been having your whole major and you truly try to solve a problema that is
affecting you :)

It has been a fun challenge for our team. While we are new, we have obtained interest
from students in a variety of studies. This has helped students interested in synthetic
biology gain lab and team experience.

Really good experience

It's both a great pride and a great pleasure.

IGEM is more difficult than classes or participating in research with a professor
because we needed to determine our own idea for a project. Also, we need to
determine our own protocols.

| belong something powerful and it was felt like amazing.

It can be frustrating because we don't communicate very well. During the school year
there was a lot of participation, but a lot of people drop out when Summer comes. So
we end up having to rush near the end.

It's been a great experience. It has also been overwhelming in many aspects. | am so
excited about the Giant Jamboree and about the Wetlab project results.

It's cool to be immersed in our own project and get hands-on experience.

Taking part in iGEM is one of the best decision of my life. | am learning a lot about
how this kind of projects must be run and improving my teamwork skills.

It is an opportunity to try to give an innovative solution based on synthetic biology to
an existing problem

Thrilling experience to design a project from A to Z and a lot of fun to work with
fellow students

It will probably be very satisfying to finish.



Interesting & fruitfull

The experience of working in a team to do scientific research alongside policy and
practice exercises, public engagement and all the other administrative aspects of the
competition such as fundraising.

Feels good.

It's rewarding to be able to choose a project with other people who are all interested in
the same things and be able to design and execute our project with similar levels of
enthusiasm.

It feels like science, lots of troubleshooting and experiments failing, with successes
sprinkled here and there. However, it is science that | want to do, in a field I'm excited
to see prosper.

I love it. I've learned a lot during this summer, and | would repeat the experience
every year. Now | know how to solve my own problems and how to work in a team.
Also, | have met amazing students and make new friends.

As an opportunity to apply the knowledge I've been collecting from all the years I've
been studying my mayor outside a corportative environment.

It's a once in a lifetime chance to get to know people with similar interests from all
over the world, gathered under the same objective.

Taking part in IGEM is very interesting and | am very proud to be a part of it.
Undergraduate research is essential to achieving a career in research as a professional
and starting in iGEM looks amazing. It is also an amazing experience to work with so
many new and different people. Our team is very diverse and | have made friends who
have similar interests.
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Team up, everything done easily
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